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si;nji~.c~r: Dissolution of the Sonoran Pronghorn Antelope Recovery Team —

Cabeza Ptieta National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) Manager Dave Stanbrough
and my staff have reviewed Mr. Richard Remington’s May 6, 1988, letter
(attached) and have formulated the following comments for you considera-
tion in any response provided by you to Mr. Remington.

Although we believe that the recovery team has served its function well
since Its establishment, the formalized team concept is no longer
considered crucial to management and ultimate recovery of the subspecies.
Therefore, we support its dissolution. However, we do not agree with the
recommendation proffered by Mr. Remington that the team be replaced with a
management committee. As the lead offIce in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s (Service) Sonoran pronghorn recovery effort, and as the
management entity responsible for the preponderance of the pronghorn
popul atlon and habitat in the United States, the Caheza Prieta Refuge
coordinates relevant management and research efforts with all agencies
interested in the pronghorn and its recovery. The Refuge will continue
this coordination. Consequently, a management committee as a formal group
is unnecessary to a coordinated and cooperative recovery program.
Furthermore, hecause any management actions taken for the benefit of the
pronghorn would perforce be ltnpl emented on Refuge lands, management
responsibility ultimately lies with the Service, not a committee.

,J..-_. It: .utanarv - .... .ir’r...arzt,’ th~t Ir- ~t~fl r~to;j~~ ~a ~jteL just be acceptedwitn
thanks for his contribution to the team and the recovery effort, and that
the recovery team be disbanded.
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